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The Euclidean minimum M (K) of a number field K is an
important numerical invariant that indicates whether K is
norm-Euclidean. When K is a non-CM field of unit rank 2
or higher, Cerri showed M(K), as the supremum in the
Euclidean spectrum Spec(K), is isolated and attained and
can be computed in finite time. We extend Cerri’s works by
applying recent dynamical results of Lindenstrauss and Wang.
In particular, the following facts are proved:

(1) For any number field K of unit rank 3 or higher, M (K)
is isolated and attained and Cerri’s algorithm computes
M (K) in finite time.

(2) If K is a non-CM field of unit rank 2 or higher, then the
computational complexity of M(K) is bounded in terms
of the degree, discriminant and regulator of K.
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1. Introduction
1.1. Background

A number field K is said to be norm-Euclidean if its ring of integers O is a Euclidean
domain with respect to the algebraic norm |Nk(+)|, that is, for all z,y € Ok, there exists
a € Ok such that |[Ng(z —ay)| < [Nk (y)|. The Euclidean minimum of K is a numerical
indicator of whether K is norm-Euclidean or not.

Definition 1.1. The Fuclidean minimum of an element x € K is mg(z) =
infyesrox [Nr(y)]-

The Euclidean spectrum of the number field K is the image {mg(z): x € K} and the
FBuclidean minimum of K is M (K) = sup,c g mi ().

It is known that K is norm-Euclidean if M (K) > 1 and is not norm-Euclidean if
M(K) < 1. When M (K) =1, it was proved by Cerri [Cer06] that if the unit rank of K
is at least 2 then it is not norm-Euclidean.

One can easily check that mg(xz) > 0 and M(K) > 0. When K is totally real it
is part of a conjecture of Minkowski that M (K) < 279Dy where d and Dy denote
respectively the degree and discriminant of K. The conjecture has been proved only
for number fields of low degrees. However, weaker general upper bounds are available:
for totally real fields Chebotarev proved M(K) < 272+/Dy (see for example [HW79,
§24.9]). For general number fields (not necessarily totally real), Bayer Fluckiger showed
in [BF0O6] that

M(K) < 27%Dg. (1.1)
In the rest of this paper, we will always write

K=K &gR. (1.2)
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The notions of Euclidean spectrum and minimum can be extended to K. To do this, one
needs a natural extension of the algebraic norm Nk to a continuous function Nz on the
real vector space K, which satisfies

Ne(z®s) = s'Ng(z), VeeK, scR. (1.3)
The exact definition of Ng will be given in Definition 2.2.

Definition 1.2. For x € K, we define the inhomogeneous minimum of x as mzg(z) =
infycrr0x |[Ng(y)|. The inhomogeneous spectrum and inhomogeneous minimum of K
are respectively

Spec(K) = {mg(z): 1€ K} and M(K)= sugmf—{(a:).

K is a subset of K by identifying = with  ® 1. Moreover, N % and mz coincide
respectively with Nx and mg when restricted to K. In consequence, Spec(K) C Spec(K)

and M (K) < M(K). Actually, the equality between the two minima always holds by the
works of Barnes—Swinnerton-Dyer [BSD52], van der Linden [vdL85] and Cerri [Cer06].

Proposition 1.3. (See [Cer06, Corollary 1].) M(K) = M(K) for all number fields K. If
the unit rank of K is at least 2, then M(K) € Q.

It can be shown that for all x € K,

Jy € x + Ok such that |Ng(y)| < M(K). (1.4)
Definition 1.4. M (K) is said to be attained in Spec(K) if (1.4) is true for all x € K as
well; or, equivalently, whenever x € K satisfies mz(z) = M(K), there exists y € x + O

such that | Nz (y)| is exactly M(K).

It should be noted that the term “attained” is defined in a slightly confusing sense. It
doesn’t refer to whether or not the supremum is achieved in the sup—inf expression

M(K)= M(K)=sup inf ’NI—{(y)|. (1.5)
reiK YEr+O0K
Instead, it means the infimum is attained at every point x that achieves the supremum.
For more information on Euclidean minima and spectra, we refer the reader to Lem-
mermeyer’s survey [Lem95|.
A few natural questions one can ask about M (K) are:

(1) Is M(K) € Spec(K)?
(2) If M(K) € Spec(K), is it an isolated point in Spec(K)?
(3) Is M(K) attained in the sense defined above?
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(4) Is Spec(K) equal to Spec(K)? Can one provide concrete description of these spectra?
(5) Is M(K) algorithmically computable?
(6) Can one bound the computational complexity of M (K)?

We will see that questions (1)—(4) are very much related and a complete answer to
question (4) usually allows one to answer the preceding ones.

In relation to questions (1)—(4), when K is a non-CM field of unit rank at least 2,
Cerri proved in [Cer06] that M (K) is isolated and attained in Spec(K). In fact, Spec(K)
and Spec(K) were shown to be equal and a complete characterization of the spec-
tra was obtained. Namely, the non-zero part of Spec(K) is a decreasing sequence of
rational numbers that converge to 0. Furthermore, Cerri showed that the preimage
{x € K: mg(r) = M(K)} is a non-empty subset of K and is the union of finitely
many residue classes modulo Ok

In relation to question (5), computations in many fields of low degree are listed
in [Lem95|]. By developing ideas introduced in works of Barnes and Swinnerton-
Dyer [BSD52| and Cavallar and Lemmermeyer [CL98|, which focused respectively on
quadratic and cubic fields, Cerri [Cer05,Cer(7] gave an algorithm that computes M (K).
In case that K is not a CM number field and has unit rank 2 or higher, Cerri showed
that the algorithm always terminates in a finite number of steps. However, it is unknown
whether the algorithm works in general. Moreover, there was no bound on the number of
steps required before the algorithm stops, i.e. the computational complexity of M (K).

Therefore, the cases that remain to be resolved are: questions (1)—(5) when K is either
CM or has unit rank 1, and question (6) in general.

An important ingredient in the works [Cer05,Cer06,Cer07] of Cerri was the application
of a result from dynamical systems by Berend to the natural multiplicative action by the
group of units Ux on K/Og. In [Ber83], Berend established the rigidity of higher-rank
irreducible commutative actions by toral automorphisms, showing that any orbit is finite
or dense. The special form needed for the applications in this paper will be stated in
Theorem 3.4. The higher-rank and irreducibility conditions in Berend’s theorem corre-

spond respectively to Cerri’s assumptions that the unit rank is at least 2 and the number
field is non-CM.

1.2. Statement of main results

In this paper, we strengthen and complement Cerri’s results in two different ways
based on two recent extensions to Berend’s theorem.

In contrast to the irreducible actions studied in Theorem 3.4, Lindenstrauss and Wang
investigated in [LW12] a special case of reducible actions by commuting toral automor-
phisms. Namely, given a totally irreducible Cartan action by commuting automorphisms
on the d-dimensional torus T%, the meaning of which will be specified later in the pa-
per, one can consider the diagonal action on (T%)2. When the rank of the action is at
least 3, orbit closures under the diagonal action are classified in [LW12]. When K is a
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CM field, the action by U on K /Of is, up to a finite lifting, such a diagonal action
(see diagram (4.2)).

Using the classification above, when K is CM and rank(Ug) > 3, the main result
of the present paper, Theorem 4.9, allows us to complement Cerri’s work and answer
questions (1)—(5). It gives a complete description of the inhomogeneous and Euclidean
spectra, which will actually be proved to be equal and contain only rational numbers.
In contrast to the non-CM case, the spectra have an infinity of accumulation points.
In particular, the following corollaries follow from Theorem 4.9. The following corollary
positively answers questions (1)—(4).

Corollary 1.5. Suppose K is a CM number field of unit rank 3 or higher. Then M (K)
is attained and isolated in Spec(K); moreover, the set {z € K: mg(z) = M(K)} is
contained in K and is the union of finitely many residue classes modulo Ok .

In relation to question (5) we prove

Corollary 1.6. If K is a CM number field of unit rank 3 or higher, then Cerri’s algorithm
computes M(K) in a finite number of steps.

Combined with Cerri’s results [Cer05,Cer06,Cer07] regarding non-CM fields, it follows
that the properties in Corollaries 1.5 and 1.6 hold, or equivalently, questions (1)—(5) have
affirmative answers, for any number field that has unit rank 3 or higher, and in particular,
for all fields of degree 7 or higher.

Theorem 1.7. Assume K is a number field of unit rank 3 or higher. Then M(K) is

attained and isolated in Spec(K), and is computable in finite time.

Finally, in relation to question (6), in [Wanl11], an effective version of Theorem 3.4 was
obtained by generalizing methods from Bourgain, Lindenstrauss, Michel and Venkatesh’s
one-dimensional study [BLMV09]. Using this result and following Cerri’s strategies, we
will give in Section 3 an estimate of the number of possible residue classes in K modulo
Ok on which mg may possibly achieve the maximum M (K) when K is non-CM and
Uk has at least rank 2. This yields the following upper bound to the computational
complexity of M (K).

Theorem 1.8. If K is a non-CM number field whose unit rank is greater than or equal
CF;
to 2, then the computational complexity of M(K) is bounded by expexpexp(D, %)

where the constant C' depends only on the degree of K.

Here Dg is the discriminant of the field and Fy, is a number that measures the
sizes of fundamental units in K, for the exact definition, see Section 2.3. In particular,
Fu, = O4(Rg) where d and Rg are respectively the degree and regulator of K. So
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Theorem 1.8 says the computational complexity of the Euclidean minimum is bounded
in terms of the degree, discriminant and regulator of the number field.

Due to the fact that the orbit closure classification from [LW12] is ineffective, such a
complexity estimate is currently unavailable for CM fields. Any quantitative version of
that result (which is stated in the present paper as Proposition 4.5) would lead to some
kind of bound on the computational complexity of M (K), K being CM with unit rank 3
or higher.

2. Generalities
2.1. Notations in number fields

From now on let K be a number field with r; real embeddings oi,...,0,, and 72
pairs of conjugate imaginary embeddings (0, 41, Ory+ro41)s - -« s (Ory 419y Ory +2r, ), Where
Ori4ro+j = Or+; for 1 < j < ro. Then the degree of K is d = ry + 2r».

Denote by Ok the ring of integers in K and by Ux = O} the group of units. Let
r = rank(Uk ) denote the unit rank of K, which equals 1 + ro — 1 by Dirichlet’s Unit
Theorem, in the rest of paper.

We denote hereafter I = {1,2,...,7r1 +ra}, d; = 1 for 1 < i < rq, and d; = 2 for
r1+1<e<r +ro.

Recall that the algebraic norm of § € K is Nk (0) = H?Zl 0;(0), in particular,

r1+7re

d 1
[Nk (0)] = H}ai(e)] = Hyai(9)| . H ’Ji(9)|2 = Hyai(e) 4 (2.1)
i=1 i=1 i=r1+1 i€l
K can be embedded into R™ & C™ by the canonical map
o:0— (01(0),...,00,(0),00,41(0),...,004r,(0)), (2.2)

and it is well known that o(Of) is a cocompact lattice in R™ @ C"2 = R?. Therefore as
K = Ok ®7 Q, one can identify K = K ®g R with R™ @& C" via o.
Indeed, if x = 0 ® s where 0 € K, s € R, then we can denote

oi(x) =s0;(0), Vi=1,...,d, (2.3)
and again let

o(z) = (01(x),..., 00 (@), 0r 41(T), - . ., O 40y (T)). (2.4)

Then o extends to an isomorphism between K and R @ C"=.
Notice that K C K and that if 2 € K then the expressions (2.3) and (2.4) agree with
previous definitions.
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Each element z € K will be represented as
(331')1'6[1 r, €ER if 1 <7<, r, €C ifri+1<i<<ry+re. (25)
Moreover, the distance between two points = and z’ is ||z — z’|| where
%
Joll = (L loil?) (2.6
il
For all R > 0, define a box-shaped compact subset
Br={z €K, |z;| <R, Viel}. (2.7)
A point z € K is said to be rational if it is in K.

Notation 2.1. In light of the identification above, from now on we will simply write z;
for o;(x) for all z € K and i € I.

Definition 2.2. The algebraic norm on K is

r1+72
1_[1:Z H |22 (2.8)

= i=r1+1

Clearly Nz is a continuous function on K and satisfies (1.3).
Observe that K acts naturally on K by multiplication:

- 0s)=00xs, V0,0 €K, VseR. (2.9)
In terms of the coordinate system (2.5), this multiplication writes:
(0x); = b;x;, Viel. (2.10)
It follows directly from definitions that
Ng(ry) = Nxg(x)Ng(y), Vre K, Vy <€ K. (2.11)
Define the logarithmic embedding map £ : Ux — R! by
L(u) = (log |uil) ;- (2.12)

Then £ is a group morphism, and by Dirichlet’s Unit Theorem its image £L(Uk) is a
cocompact lattice in the subspace

W= {(wi)ig: > diw; = 0}. (2.13)

i€l
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The size of units from Uk can be measured in terms of the following norm on W:

1
ho(w) = 5 Y difwi| = diwi == ) | diwi, VweW. (2.14)
el ze>10 z€<IO

The composition map hM3" = hg o £ which maps Uy to [0, 00) is called the logarithmic
Mahler measure on Ug. Then as ho(w) = 0 only if w = 0, hMa8 () = 0 if and only if u
is a root of unity.

Definition 2.3. K is a CM-number field if it satisfies one of the following equivalent
conditions:

(i) K is a totally complex quadratic extension of some totally real number field F;
(ii) There is a proper subfield F' such that rank(Up) = rank(Uk).

To see that the conditions are actually equivalent, see for instance [Par75].

Remark 2.4. A CM number field K has a natural complex conjugation x — Z that is an
automorphism and acts as the conjugation in C in all embeddings of K. Moreover, the
extension K/F is normal and Gal(K/F) consists of the identity map and the complex
conjugation (see [Was97, p. 39]).

2.2. Relation with the group of units

mz(x) and mg (z) depend only on the residue class of x modulo Ok . Hence we project
them to the quotient K /Ok:

Definition 2.5. For z € K/Ok, let
Mg o, (2) = inf ‘NI—((.I)‘ (2.15)

Here and in the sequel 71 denotes the natural projection from K to K/I' for any
lattice I' C K. Obviously

MR =MEg /0, © TOx- (2.16)

Therefore
Spec(K) = {mE/OK(z): 2z € K/Ok}; (2.17)
Spec(K) = {mf(/OK (2): z€ K/Ok}; (2.18)

and by Proposition 1.3,
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M(K)=M(K)= sup mgo(2)= sup mgo.(2). (2.19)
z€K/Ok 2€K/Ok

In particular, the function mz /O 18 bounded by the expression (1.1).

K /O is a compact abelian group isomorphic to T¢ = R%¢/Z?. Moreover, we equip
K /Oy with the distance projected from K and denote it indifferently by || - ||, which
makes K /Of a locally Euclidean metric space. The volume of K /O is \/Dp.

Moreover, suppose z € K/Of and z € 7r511( (z), then z is a torsion point if and only
if x is rational, in which case we say z is rational as well.

Under the multiplicative action (2.9), the group of units Ux = O3 preserves the
cocompact lattice Ok in K.

From now on let G be a finite-index subgroup of U . The multiplication (2.9) induces
an action of G on the compact quotient K/Of:

u.(r+Okg)=uz+0, YueqG, rckK. (2.20)

The multiplication by v on K/Of is the identity map if and only if its lift on K,
which is given by (2.9), is the identity. This happens only when u = 1. Therefore the
induced G-action is faithful.

Furthermore, the multiplication (2.20) is continuous on K /I" and preserves the addi-
tive structure, hence is actually an automorphism of the compact abelian group K/Ox.

For all 2 € K/Ok denote by G.z = {uz: u € G} the G-orbit of z and by G.z the
orbit closure.

Lemma 2.6. Suppose G is a finite-index subgroup of Ux . Then:

(1) For all z,2' € K/Ok, if 2/ € G.z, then mI?/OK(Z’)_: ME 105 (2);
(2) The function ME 0, 1S upper semicontinuous on KOk, that is, if lim, o0 2, = 2
then limsup,,_, . Mg 0, (2n) < Mg /0, (2);
(3) Forall z € K/Ok,
ME 0, (2) = min mg o, () < inf{Hz/Hd: 7 e Gzl
z'eG.z
(4) If z in K/Ok, then mg o, () lies in Q and is attained by |Nk(z)| at some x €

W(;;l( (2).

Proof. (1) As 2’ € G.z < 2 € G.2 it suffices to show mp 0, (2) < mg 0, (2). Suppose
2/ = uz where u € G C Ug. Then for all x € Wai{(z), uzx is in Wai(z’) because
uOk = Ok. Thus m 0, (2') < [Ng(uz)| = [Nk (u)Ng(z)| = [Ng(z)| by (2.11), where
we used the fact that Nx(u) = £1 when u € Ug. Claim (1) is obtained by taking
infimum over all x.

(2) Suppose the opposite is true. Then there must be a converging sequence {z,}

with limit z and a constant € > 0 such that mg o, (2n) > Mg 0, (2) + € Vn. By the
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definition of mz o, (2), one may find = € Wéi{ (2) such that [Ng(z)| < mg o, (2) + e
There exist a sequence of lifts {z, } such that 7o, (z,) = 2z, Yn and lim,_, . z, = x.
Since N is a continuous function on K, we have
Jim mg o, (2n) < nh_{fgo}Nz?(fUnﬂ = [Ng(2)| <mg,o,(2) +e (2.21)

contradicting the choice of {z,} and e.

(3) It follows from (1) and (2) that mg o, (2) < inf, gz Mg, 0, (2'). Because z €
G.z, the equality holds and the infimum is actually a minimum. The second inequality
follows from the fact that

[N (@) =]] e

el

i z||4, Ve eK, (2.22)

and the definition of the metric || - || on K/Of.

(4) For z € K/Ok, there is ¢ € N such that z is of order ¢ in K/Ok. Then for all
x € F(;L (2), gz € Ok. Hence z € ¢ 1Ok and |Ng ()| € ¢~Z. So Mg 0, (), which is
the infimum of all the |Nx (x)|’s, lies in the discrete set ¢~Z as well and equals |Nx ()|
for at least one z € W(BL (2). O

2.3. Reduction to a bounded domain

We introduce an upper bound on the size of fundamental units by

Fu. = min max hMP(y,), (2.23)

(ul,...,ur) =1
where the minimum is taken over all sets of fundamental units (uq,...,u,). Recall
Uy, ...,ur € Ug form a set of fundamental units if: (1) they are multiplicatively in-

dependent, i.e. H;Zl u;', e, € Z, is equal to 1 if and only if the e;’s are all zero, and

(2) together with all roots of unity in K, they generate Ux. The quantity Fy, is well
defined and strictly positive.

Take the previously defined convex norm hy on W and recall that £(Uk) is a co-
compact lattice of the r-dimensional vector space W. Consider the successive minima
0 <t1 <tg < -+ <t of L(Uk) with respect to hg. Then it follows from the fact
pMah — oo £ and the definition of Fuy that Fy, =1t,.

Recall that the requlator Ry of K is the determinant of the lattice £(Ug ). Minkowski’s
theorem implies that Rx >4 [[;_, t;. Here, each t; can be written as ho(L(u)) =
hMah () for some u € Uy of infinite order. Furthermore, it is known that the logarithmic
Mahler measure of any algebraic unit of infinite order is bounded from below by a
constant depending only on its algebraic degree (see for example [Vou96|), i.e. t; >4 1
for all j. Hence

1 <4 Fuye <a (t1---tr—1) 'R <a R (2.24)
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1
Moreover, by the work of Sands [San91|, Rx <4 D2 (log D )¢. Therefore,

1
1 <4 Fuy <a D2 (log Dg)?. (2.25)

Lemma 2.7. Suppose G is a finite-index subgroup of Uk, then there is a constant C
depending on K and G such that for any non-zero element x € K, there is g € G
satisfying that |(gzx);| < C’|NI—((x)|é foralliel.

Moreover, when G = Uk, C can be taken to be e UK

Proof. We give first a proof in the special case that G = Uk.

Define w € R! by w; = log|z;| — 52]‘61 djlog|z;|. Then . ; djw; = 0 and thus w
is in the space W given by (2.13).

As above, let t1,...,t, be the successive minima of £L(Ug) with respect to hg. By a
theorem of Jarnik (see [GL87, p. 99]), there is a vector y € L(Uk) such that ho(w —y) <
# < 3rFuy . In particular, w; — y; < diw; — y;| < ho(w —y) < 2rFy, forallie I
by (2.14).

Suppose y = L(v) where v € Uk, then w; — y; is just log|z;| — log|v;| —
%E]EI d;log |z;|, which equals log|(v™!);z;| — %log|Ng(z)|. Hence the previous in-
equality says |(v1);z;] < e2"FVx | N (x)|7. This proves the lemma form G = Uk.

From this special case one can easily deduce the general statement for any finite-index
subgroup G C Ug. Indeed, fix a set A consisting of one representative from each residue
class in the finite quotient Uk /G. We already proved there is u € U such that |(uz);| <
e%TFUK|Nf((a:)|%. Pick ¢ € G such that gu=' € A. Then |(gz);| < C|Ng(z)|a where
C = (maxgeea,jer |a;|) - e2™Fuk . Qg

Corollary 2.8. Suppose G is a finite-index subgroup of Uk then there exists a constant
R > 0 such that

=(z) = inf Nz (2")], VzeK, 2.26
mK(‘T) LIJIE(G.CC{EOK)QBR| K<:E >| v ( )
where Bg is defined as in (2.7).

1
Moreover, one can take R = Di.e2™" Uk if G = Uk

Proof. For z = 7o, (), it follows from Lemma 2.6 that

mg(r) =mg o, (2) = Z/iénézml—{/ol((z) = wle(;i%erOK‘NI—( (). (2.27)
This shows mz(x) is bounded from above by the right-hand side of (2.26).
On the other hand, for an arbitrarily small ¢ > 0, one can pick y € x + Ok such
that [Nz (y)| < mg(z) + €. Since mz(z) < M(K) < 279Dk by (1.1), we may assume
INg(y)| < Dg. Lemma 2.7 asserts that there exists an element ' in
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GynB C(Gx+0Okg)NB C (G.x 4+ Ok) N Bp, (2.28)

CINg (u)| @ CINg ()] @
1

where C' is the constant in the lemma and R = CDj. Then |[Ni(z')| = |[Ng(y)| <

mzg(z) + € by the G-invariance of the norm in Lemma 2.6 and the choice of y, and

thus as e can be arbitrarily small we see mg(z) > inf,c(@2r0.)nBr [Ng(2')|, which

completes the proof. O

3. Computational complexity in non-CM fields
In this section, let K be a non-CM field whose unit rank is r > 2.
3.1. Rigidity of Cartan actions by toral automorphisms

In light of Lemma 2.6, in order to understand myz 10K (z) it may be helpful to study
the G-orbit of z in the torus K /Ok.

Definition 3.1. A toral automorphism ¢ € Aut(T?%) = GL(d,Z) is irreducible if T¢ has
no proper non-trivial ¢-invariant subtorus. ¢ is totally irreducible if ©* is irreducible for
all non-zero integers k.

@ is irreducible if and only if its characteristic polynomial is irreducible over Q, or
equivalently the eigenvalues of ¢ are distinct conjugate algebraic numbers of degree d.

As we have seen in (2.10), when one identifies K with R™ ®C" by o, the multiplication
by 6 € K multiplies on the i-copy of R by 6;, and on the j-th copy of C by 0,,; or,

Re 0r1+1 — Im 9r1+1

. . 2 .
if we view C as R“, by the matrix (Im 0,11 Rel,. 11

), which has eigenvalues 0,

and 0, +,,+;. Hence with respect to some complex eigenbasis (of K @g C = K ®g C),
the multiplication by @, which is a linear transformation on K, can be diagonalized as
diag(0y,...,0;) simultaneously for all § € K. It follows that:

Remark 3.2. Each u € Uk acts as an irreducible toral automorphism on K /Ok if and
only if Q(u) = K.

Definition 3.3. Suppose X = T¢ and G C Aut(X) is an abelian subgroup of toral
automorphisms on X. We say the action G ~ X is Cartan if the following conditions
are satisfied:

(i) There is an element g € G which acts as an irreducible toral automorphism of X;
(ii) Onme cannot find a larger abelian subgroup G; D G in Aut(X), such that rank(G;) >
rank(G).

Theorem 3.4. (See Berend [Ber83].) Suppose G ~ X is a faithful Cartan action by
automorphisms on a torus X, where G is an abelian group of rank r > 2 and at least
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one element g € G acts as a totally irreducible toral automorphism. Then every G-orbit
is either a finite set of torsion points, or dense in X.

Proof. Berend’s original theorem from [Ber83| was in fact much stronger as he showed
the conclusion above holds for a much larger class of semigroup actions by commuting
toral endomorphisms. It was known that the assumptions stated here imply Berend’s
conditions when G = Z" (see, for instance, [LW12, §2.4]). For a general finitely gen-
erated abelian group G, there is a finite index subgroup G’ that is isomorphic to Z".
Moreover, some non-trivial power of the totally irreducible element g, which also acts
totally irreducibly, belongs to G’. The rigidity of the G-action on X follows easily from
that of its restriction to G’. O

We now make the link between the Ug-action on K /O and dynamics.

Lemma 3.5. Suppose K is a non-CM number field of unit rank r > 2, and G C Uk is a
finite-index group that is isomorphic to Z". Then:

(1) There is u € G that acts as a totally irreducible automorphism on K /Of.
(2) The multiplicative G-action (2.9) on K /O is Cartan.

Proof. (1) By Remark 3.2, it suffices to find u € G such that for each non-zero integer k,
Q(u*) = K. It can be checked that there is uy € Ux that has this property (see [Cer06,
Lemma 2]). As G has finite index in Uk, it contains a non-trivial power u of g, which
has the desired property as well.

(2) Suppose the G-action is not Cartan, that is, there is an extension of the action to
a larger abelian group G O G that acts on K /O by toral automorphisms, such that
rank(G1) > rank(G).

Take an arbitrary element A from G1. Then A can be regarded as an element from
Aut(K/Ok), or equivalently, an element from GL(K) that preserves the lattice Ox.
Consider the element 1 from Ok, and denote v = A.1 € Ok. Hence (A —+).1 = 0 where
A and v are both regarded as linear maps from K to itself. By part (1), G contains an

element v such that Q(u) = K. Since the G;-action is commutative, for any power u*,
(A —7)uf = (A—'y).(uk.l) = uF.(A—7).1=0. (3.1)
However, because Q(u) = K, the powers u* span the Q-vector space K and hence

K = K ®gR as well. It follows that (A —~).v = 0 for any v € K. In other words, as an
element from GL(K), A coincides with the multiplication by v € Of.

Similarly, A=! acts by the multiplication by some 3 € O . Then the multiplication by
78 € O on K is trivial, which is possible only if 73 = 1. Hence 7 belongs to U = O

that is, A is actually the multiplication by some element from Uy .
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Therefore, G; can be regarded as a subgroup of Ux. As G has finite index in Uk,
(G1 cannot have strictly higher rank than G, which contradicts the assumption. This
completes the proof. O

3.2. Effective aspects of rigidity

In order to show Theorem 1.8, we will apply Proposition 3.7 below, an effective version
of Theorem 3.4, to the action Ux ~ K /Op. Before doing this, one needs to introduce
the notion of distortion.

The distortion of an isomorphism 1 : R — K can be measured by

-

My = max (||| Vol (K /4 (24)) 7,

| Vol (K /4 (Z4)) ), (3.2)

where ||¢| and [[1)~!|| are norms of linear maps. M, is always greater than or equal
to 1.
Note that 1) projects to an isomorphism between T? and K /v(Z%), which we denote

by v as well.
The distortion of an ideal lattice in K can be bounded in terms of the discriminant:

Lemma 3.6. (See [Wanll, Lemma A.5].) If I is an ideal in Ok, then there exists an
— -1
isomorphism v between R? and K such that (Z%) = I and My = Oq4(D2%).

Proposition 3.7. (See [Wanl1, Proposition 7.6].) Let K be a degree d non-CM number

field of unit rank 2 or higher, I' C Ok be a full rank sublattice preserved by Ug under

multiplication, v be an isomorphism from R? to K such that ¥(Z%) = I', and q be
2

a positive integer greater than or equal to exp exp exp maX(C/\/liOd, max(Fy, 2)0]:UK)

Then for any torsion element z in K/I' of order at least q, the preimage 1~ (Uk.z) of

J— —1
the orbit Ux.z C K/I" is (logloglogq)™©
C > 1 that depends only on d.

Ful : :
vk -dense in T¢ for an effective constant

By an effective constant, we mean that it is possible to compute an explicit value C
for each given d, if one wishes.

Corollary 3.8. Let K be as in Proposition 3.7. There is a constant C' > 1 that depends
only on d such that if

2

CF,
Q = expexp exp(DK UK), (3.3)

then:

-1 2
! In [Wanll, Proposition 7.6], the density parameter is misstated as (logloglog q)_c 7Uk instead of

o1 r-2
(logloglog q) © }—UK; which results from mistakenly copying the exponent from Proposition 7.1. The
proposition is otherwise not affected.
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(1) mg o, (2) < 2=4 for any rational element z € K/Og whose minimal order is
greater than or equal to Q).
1
(2) For R = D;ée%TfUK,

M(K) = sup ( min |NK (:1:’)|> (3.4)

/
2€U, en0<q<0 g-1Ox \ T €(Uk.2+Ok)NBRr

Proof. (1) By Lemma 3.6, there is an isomorphism 1 from R¢ to K that sends Z? to Ok,
d—1
such that My, = Oq(D 2% ). Then by (3.2),

=

]| < My - Vol(K/Ok)d = MyD2 = Oq(DE). (3.5)
Following this estimate and the inequality (2.25), for a large constant C' that depends
only on D,

c;ﬁK

D, > max(CoMf’pOd, max(Fuyy, Z)Cong) (3.6)

where Cj is the constant from Proposition 3.7.
2

CF
Therefore if () > expexpexp(D “K) and z is as in the statement, then it follows
from the lemma that there exists u € Uy such that the preimage ¢~ !(uz) lies within

distance less than (loglog log Q)fcoilfg’fi from the origin in T¢. So
B R
Juz]| < [[¢[|(logloglog Q)™ ™° "k g DDy (3.7)
In particular, by Lemma 2.6(3),
—Sond ~&5+3\d
ml—qu(z) < (MwDK ) :Od((DK ) ) (3.8)

Because Dk > 2, if C is sufficiently large (depending only on d) then mg o, (2) < 274,

(2) Notice first that mg(3) clearly doesn’t vanish and belongs to 279Z by the proof
of Lemma 2.6(4). Thus M(K) > mg(5) > 27%

For all rational point z € K, define its denominator as the smallest ¢ € N such that
qr € Og. Then for all rational z with denominator greater than or equal to @, its
projection z in K /Op is a rational point as required by (1). Thus mg(z) = mz(z) =
Mg 10, (2) < 274 < M(K). It follows from this fact and definition that M (K) is the
supremum of mg () where x has a small denominator:

M(K) = sup{mK(x): x € U q_l(’)K}. (3.9)
q€N, 2<¢<Q

q is supposed to be at least 2 since the ¢ = 1 case is not interesting where z € Ok and
mg (x) = 0. It suffices to apply Corollary 2.8 to complete the proof. O
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Proof of Theorem 1.8. By Corollary 3.8, to determine M (K) it suffices to calculate and
compare [Nk (z')| for all 2’ from the union A of those §2,’s where z € U oy 4«0 ¢ 0k

and 2, = (Ug.xz + Og) N Br with R = Dj%(e%TFUK. Notice that the (2,’s are all finite,
and are either equal or disjoint for different x’s. So A can be regarded as a disjoint union
and every |Ng(z')| comes only once into the comparison.

Since every element from Ug.rz + Ok has the same denominator as z, A C
Ugenig<q @ Ok S0 A= U enq<0 A where A = AN g1 Ok.

Moreover, A is clearly inside the box Bg. So AW ¢ ¢~ 1Ok N Bp.

For two distinct elements 2,4y’ € AW, 2’ —y' € ¢~ Ok. So one can deduce |Ng (2’ —
y")| = ¢~ and it follows that for at least one i € I we have |(z' —y');| > ¢~ . Therefore
U eaw (@' + B L ) is a disjoint union. Furthermore, this union is covered by By, L
Hence one can easily see that

Vol(Bp, 1) R+ 5\¢ - d
AD| ¢ "l (29} — (2¢gDiez Uk 4 1)°. 3.10
4% Vol(B ) ( = ) (abjce 0 1) (340

1
Because Dg > 1 and ¢ € N, qDId(e%TfUK > 1. Therefore

|A| < Z (3qD§‘é6%T}—UK)d < Qd+1 <3D§<€%T}—UK)d
q€N,g<Q

2

Sexp((d+ 1)expexp(D ")) (8Djed 7o)

C1Fp
< exp expexp(DK1 UK), (3.11)

where Cj is the constant denoted by C in Corollary 3.8 and (7 is a larger constant,
chosen in a way that depends only on d, which is possible because Dg > 4, Fy,. >a 1
and r <d-1.

Therefore, one only needs to compute and compare the algebraic norms of at most
2

C1F,
exp exp exp(D Kl “5) numbers from A C K. For each = € A, its denominator is bounded

1
by ) and all its archimedean embeddings are bounded by R = D f(e%rf Ur . It is known

(see e.g. [Bel04]) that the complexity of computing the algebraic norm of such a number
Co+e)Fz
is polynomial in log @ + log R, which is O4(exp exp(D; o) “K)) for any € > 0. Other
operations needed in the computation only require relatively cheap costs, for example a
1

set of fundamental units can be determined with complexity Oq(D}}) by [FJ10]. Hence the
2

CF
total complexity of computing M (K) is bounded by exp exp exp(D,, ") for a constant
C slightly larger than Cy. 0O

4. Euclidean spectra of CM fields

The dynamics become very different for CM fields, in whose cases the action by Ug
on K /O is essentially not irreducible any more. To see this, let F' be a maximal totally
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real subfield of K, that is, a totally real subfield over which K is a totally complex
quadratic extension. Recall that Up is a finite index subgroup of Ug. Moreover, F' is
a Up-invariant subspace of the Q-vector space K and the s-dimensional real subspace
F = F ®p R C K projects to a subtorus T' of K/Og that is invariant under the
multiplicative action by Ur. So the action by any element of Ur on K/Og cannot be
an irreducible toral automorphism. Since Uy is of finite index, it follows that no element
of Ug acts totally irreducibly. Hence the Ug-action on K /Oy doesn’t satisfy the total
irreducibility condition in Theorem 3.4. In consequence, orbits of irrational points or of
rational points with large denominators don’t have to be close to the origin (see also
[Cer06, Remark 3]).

In this section, let K be a CM field, F' be the associated maximal totally real subfield
and F = F ®g R. Then r; = 0, d = 2r,. For simplicity denote s = 73, then degF' = s
and deg K = d = 2s. The field K has s pairs of imaginary embeddings (o1,0s41),
..., (0s,0925) and F has s real embeddings 7y,...,7s. For all i € I = {1,...,s}, the
restrictions of o; and os4; to F' both coincide with 7;. Moreover, both Ur and Uk have
rank r =s — 1.

4.1. Product structure of K

We hope to follow the same strategy as before by looking at the action on K/Oxk
by some subgroup of Ugx. As Ug coincides with Ui up to finite index, it would be
helpful if K/Ok has a product structure with respect to the s-dimensional subtorus
F/Op. However, the existence of such a product structure is not clear and there-
fore instead of K/Ok we will work on a finite cover of it which splits as a prod-
uct.

Fix an element € O such that n ¢ Op. Then K = F @ nF and K = F @ nF.
Define a finite-index sublattice in Ok by I' = Op ® nOp. Clearly I is invariant under
multiplication by elements of Up. Hence Ur naturally acts on K /I

K /T is isomorphic to (F/Or)?. Indeed, there is a unique isomorphism p that sends
each z € K to p(z) = (pM(z), p®(z)) € F’ in such a way that

= pV(@) + np (@), (4.1)

In addition, = belongs to I' if and only if p(z) € O%. Therefore the map p induces a
continuous isomorphism between K /I" and (F/Op)?, which is denoted indifferently by
p=(p",p?).

Since I' C O is of finite index, K/I" is a finite cover of K/Of. By writing mr o,
for the corresponding finite-to-one projection, mpz for the natural projection from F

1

to (F/Or)?, and 7a for nro, o p~t, we complete the following commutative dia-

gram:
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K-—" F
T To2,
oK K/I' — — (F/Or) (4.2)
mrow /.
K/Oxk

As p is an isomorphism, 7w is also a finite covering map.

A point in one of the spaces in the diagram is said to be rational if it either sits in
K c K or F?2 C F’2, or descends from such a point. If a point is rational, then so are
all its images and preimages in the diagram. In the tori K/I', (F/Or)?, and K/Ok,
rational points are exactly the torsion points.

Without causing ambiguity, subscript ¢ will indicate the i-th coordinates in both K
and F, which correspond respectively to the embeddings o; of K and 7; of F. Notice
that x; is complex for z € K but y; is real for y € F.

The decomposition (4.1) can be expressed easily in terms of the coordinates:

x; = (,0(1)(:5))1. + m(p@)(m))i, Ve K, Viel. (4.3)

Note n; € C but (p™)(x)), (p® (x)); € R. Furthermore, because p is an isomorphism,
we must have

n ¢R, Viel. (4.4)

We rewrite the norm in K:

Ne@) = T[Joif = H} (P (@), +m(pP (@), = No(p(@),  (45)

=1

where N, is the functional on F ? (R?%)? defined by

S

N, (y(l)’y(Q)) - H((yz( : + (Rem;)y; 2 )) (Imnz) ( 1( )) ) (4.6)

=1

By (4.4), each factor in the product is a positive definite quadratic polynomial in y( )

and y§2)

Let Ug act diagonally both on F” and on (F/Op)?: givenu € Up, fory = (y,4?) €

F~, uy will stand for (uy™, uy®) and similarly on (F/Or)?.

. In particular, Nz and N, are always non-negative.
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Remark 4.1. We have made U act on all the spaces in the diagram (4.2). Since all the
actions descend from the multiplicative action (2.9) on K, the Up-actions commute with
the maps in the diagram.

As F is totally real, it is in particular not CM. Therefore by Lemma 3.5, the Ug-action
on F'/OF is Cartan and contains a totally irreducible element. The same are true for the
restriction of the action to any finite-index subgroup G C Up.

4.2. Rigidity of the diagonal action
Note for each ¢ € F', the subset
Ve = {(yM,y?) ¢ F2oyW = oy @) (4.7)
is an s-dimensional subspace of P For ¢ = o0, let
Voo — {<y(1),y(2)) c 7. y(2) _ 0}_ (4.8)

Definition 4.2. An s-dimensional homogeneous G-invariant subtorus of (F/Op)? is the
projection of V¥ to (F/Or)? for some ¢ € F U {cc}, denoted by T¥.

It is not hard to check 7% is indeed an s-dimensional subtorus [LW12, Lemma 3.3].
Moreover, V¥ is clearly invariant under the action by Ugr, and hence so is T¥.

Fix from now on a subgroup G C Up such that G = Z". Then G is of finite index
in U, and thus in Ug as well. Restrict the action Ur ~ (F/Or)? to G.

Definition 4.3. An s-dimensional homogeneous G-invariant subset of (F/O)? is a subset
of the form G.(T¥¢ +3) = {g.(3' +3): g € G, 3’ € T¥} for some fixed p € F U {oo} and
rational point 3 € (F/Op)?. We call ¢ the slope of G.(T? +3).

An s-dimensional homogeneous G-invariant subset of slope ¢ in K /Of is the projec-
tion of such a subset in (F/OF)? by 7a.

Clearly every s-dimensional homogeneous G-invariant subset is indeed invariant under
the G-action.
We list a few basic properties of s-dimensional homogeneous G-invariant subsets:

Lemma 4.4. Let K, F, I' and G be as above. Suppose the unit rank of K and F isr > 2,
then the following claims hold in both (F/Or)? and K /Of:

(1) Suppose L is an s-dimensional homogeneous G-invariant subset of slope p € FU{oc}
where s = deg F' =r+1. Then L is a finite disjoint union UZ:1 Ty where each Ty, is
a translate of the subtorus T (resp. the subtorus wa(T¥) in K/Ok) by a rational
point;
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(2) Let L be as in (1). For a point in L, its G-orbit is either finite or dense in L
depending on whether the point is rational or not;

(3) Any infinite G-invariant closed subset contains at least one s-dimensional homoge-
neous G-invariant subset;

(4) Given € > 0, there are only finitely many s-dimensional homogeneous G-invariant
subsets that fail to be e-dense in (F/OFr)? (resp. K/Of).

Proof. In the (F'/OF)? setting, all the properties above can be found in [LW12, §3 & §4].

The corresponding statements for K /O immediately follow, thanks to the facts that
the G-action commutes with diagram (4.2) and that ma is a finite-to-one continuous
group morphism between two tori. O

The major new ingredient in our analysis is the classification in [LW12] of all infinite
proper G-invariant closed subsets in (F/Op)2. When the unit rank is strictly greater
than 2, all of those are s-dimensional homogeneous G-invariant closed subsets:

Proposition 4.5. Let K, F' and G be as above. If the unit rank r is at least 3, then the
following are true in both (F/OFr)? and K /Ok:

(1) Every G-orbit closure is either a finite orbit consisting of rational points, or the
whole space (F/Or)? (resp. K/Ok), or an s-dimensional homogeneous G-invariant
subset;

(2) For all € > 0, there is a finite union of s-dimensional homogeneous G-invariant
subsets that contains all the rational points in (F/OFp)? (resp. in K/Ok) whose
orbit fail to be e-dense.

Proof. Since F' is not CM, the proposition was proved for (F/Or)? in [LW12, Theo-
rem 3.15 & 3.16]. Again this directly implies the same claims in K/Ok. O

4.8. Localized spectrum on itnvariant subsets

We reduce the description of Spec(K) (and that of Spec(K)) to the study of the
behavior of N, on certain affine subspaces of F.

Lemma 4.6. Suppose L C K /O is an s-dimensional homogeneous G-invariant subset
of slope @. Then there is a finite subset 21, C F? such that

VP 4+wC W(;% (ﬂ'gl(L)), Yw e (2, (4.9)
and for all z € L,
Mo, (2) = min f{N.(y): y € moh (r2}(G2) N (VF +w)}. (410
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Proof. By Lemma 4.4(1), L is a disjoint union | |, ,(7a(T?) 4+ a) where A C K /Ok is
a finite collection of rational points and ¢ € F'U {oo}. Hence the lift I = 75% (mAM (L))
is the union of all sets of the form V¥ + w where w takes value in 776% (72" (A)). The
(V¥ + w)’s are parallel s-dimensional affine subspaces in the vector space P For two
different w’s, the two (V¥ + w)’s either coincide or are disjoint. Fix a subset {2 from
7'('5;2[: (mx'(A)) such that L = || .,(V¥? +w) is a disjoint union. Remark the union is
locally finite in the sense that any compact set in F intersects only finitely many such
affine subspaces.

L is G-invariant as the G-action commutes with 7 and To2 .

Suppose z € L and let x be an arbitrary point from Wai (z). By Corollary 2.8, we see

that

"ME/Ox (2) = mg(x) = x’e(G.aicI}rﬁoK)mB|Nl? (x,)l
= inf |Nz(2')], (4.11)

33'671’5;{ (G.2)NB

where B C K is a compact subset that depends only on K and G, but not on z.
Notice that 71'5; (G.z) C 7752 (L) = p~'(L). Therefore,

Wéi{ (Gz)NB = 71'6;[( (G.z)n (p~' (L) N B)

= p_l(wéé (ng(G.z)) N (f) Np(B))). (4.12)

F

It follows from local finiteness that there is a finite disjoint decomposition

LnpB)= || (V?+w)np(B)) (4.13)

weny

where (27, is a finite subset of 2. For each w € 21, the component (V¥ +w) N p(B) is a
compact region of the affine subspace V¥ + w.
From (4.11), (4.12) and (4.13), one can deduce that:

MK 0 (2) = inf{N*(y): y€my (mA(G.2)) N ( | ] (v¢ +w)) mp(B)}

2
F
wG.QL

= Hen(gl inf{N,(y): y € ﬂé%F (ng(G.z)) N(V¥+w)np(B)}. (4.14)
w L
Here we used the fact that Nx = N, o p, as well as that N, is, by definition (4.6),
non-negative.
This obviously implies that the right-hand side is bounded by the left-hand side
in (4.10). In the other direction,
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wneuélL inf{N.(y): y € Wé% (ﬂ'gl(G.Z» N(VY+w)}

> inf{N.(y): y € 7 (721(G2)) }
it { | (1 >| € mh (731(G.))
= inf{|Ng(2)|: © € Gmp,. (2)} = nf{|Ng(2)|: = € n5) (2)}
— g0 (2) (4.15)

Again, we used the commutativity between diagram (4.2) and the G-action, as well as
the G-invariance of |[Nz(-)|. The proof is completed. O

On each V¥ 4+ w, we can analyze explicitly the functional N,.

Lemma 4.7. For any rational point w € F? and all p € FU{oo}, the restriction of N, to
the affine subspace V¥ +w has a minimum which is achieved by a rational point. Unless
0 € V¥ + w, the minimum value is positive and the minimum point is unique.

Proof. Suppose first ¢ € F and w = (w,w®) € F2. Then one can replace w by
(w(l) —pw?, 0) without changing V¥ + w. So we may assume without loss of generality
w = (B,0) where g € F.

In this case V¥ 4+ w can be identified with

{(y(l),y(Q)) c FQ: y(l) — 809(2) + 5} (4.16)

In particular, for y = (y(V,y?) € V¥ + w, y is uniquely determined by y® and

S

No(y) = [T(((¢: + Rem)y® + 8;)° + (Imn;)? II/; @Y, @)
1=1
with
fi(0) = (o7 + 2¢; Ren; + |mi|*) 0% + 2(¢; + Ren;)Bi0 + 57 (4.18)

It is clear that f;() > 0 and has a minimum achieved at the unique point
___ (pitRen)B

©24+2p; Reni+n: |2

By Remark 2.4,

oi(n) +oi(n)  oi(n)+oi(n)  oi(n+n)

_ 0i(Trgye() _ 7i(Trieym(n))
2 2

For similar reasons, |n;|* = (Ng,/#(n)):.
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(p+3 Trg () . s .
7o Trre 2 (- Nwe 7 (1) € F and each ¢ € I, &; is the unique

point at which f; achieves its minimum. The minimum can be easily verified to be

So for the element £ = —

(Ni/r(n) — § T/ (n)) 52 )
02+ o Trg/p(n) + Nxyrp(n) /;
(Im ;)2 57

_ , 4.20
©? + 2pRen; + [n;]? (4.20)

fil&) = (

As § € F is rational, 5; = 0 if and only if 8 = 0. Moreover for any ¢ € I, because
Imn; # 0 by (4.4), f;(&) = 0 if and only if 5 = 0.

It follows that the restriction of N, to V¥ 4+ w has a minimum point at the point
y = (€ + 5,&). Moreover, if 8 # 0, then the minimum values f;(§;) are all positive;
and thus N,(y) > 0 and the minimum point y is unique. Otherwise, § =0 and V¥ 4+ w
contains 0 by (4.16). This finishes the proof for ¢ € F.

It remains to check what happens when the slope ¢ is co, in which case V> 4+ w =
{(yM,y?) € P y? = w®} and y is uniquely determined by y"). Denote § =
w® € F. In this case, N,(y) can be decomposed as [[;_; fi(y(!)), where f; is a new
polynomial given by f;(0) = 6% + 2(Ren;)3:0 + |n:|?3?. Similar analysis as in the p € F
case shows that f; has a unique minimum point &;, which is the embedding of £ =
—Trg/p(n) - B € F into R by 7;. The minimum value is f;(&) = (Imn;)?57. Again, if
B # 0, then f;(&;) > 0 for all ¢ and y is the unique minimum point for the product form
N.(y); otherwise 0 € V™ +w. 0O

Next, we study the localized Euclidean spectrum on each individual s-dimensional
homogeneous G-invariant subset.
For any subset A of K/Ok, write

Speck 0, (A) = {ml—qu(z): z € A}. (4.21)

Proposition 4.8. Suppose r > 2 and L C K/Ok is an s-dimensional homoge-
neous G-invariant subset, then Specg o, (L) is a subset of Q and can be written as
{v, p1, pa, . ..} where:

(1) v =20 if and only if 0 € L;

(2) {y € Lt mg,0,(y) = v} is the union of the set of all irrational points in L and a
non-empty finite set of rational points;

(3) {v € L: mg,0,(y) = pn} is a finite non-empty set of rational points for all n > 1;

(4) p1 > po > -+ and limy, o0 fn, = V.

In particular, the proposition implies that every value from Specz 10K (L) is achieved
by at least one, but finitely many, rational point from L.
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Proof of Proposition 4.8. (1) Denote by ¢ the slope of L. Lemma 4.6 implies that
inf.er, mg 0, (2) equals minge o, inf{N.(y): y € V¥ +w} where 2, C F? is a finite set
of rational point decided by L. By Lemma 4.7, for each w € (21, there is y,, € V¥ 4w such
that Ni(y,) = min{N.(y): y € V¥ + w}. Hence inf.<, ME /0 (z) = mingen, Nu(Yw)-
Denote this minimum by v.

There is at least one of the y,’s, which we denote by vy,, such that N,(y,) = v.
Then z, = ma(To2 (y»)) € L by Lemma 4.6, and thus mg o, (2,) < v by definition
and in consequence mg o, (2,) = v. Note z, is rational, hence v = mg o, (2,) € Q by
Lemma 2.6(4).

By Lemma 4.7, v = 0 if and only if y,, = 0, or equivalently z, = 0. On the other hand
if L passes through 0 then clearly mg o, (0) = 0 is the minimum of mg o, on L. This
proves claim (1).

(2) Assume z € L is irrational, then by Lemma 4.4(2), G.z is dense in L. It follows
from Lemma 2.6(3) that mg o, (2) = v.

When v = 0, the only rational point z € L with mg o, (z) = 01is 0. Assuming v > 0,
we try to show that all rational points z € L such that mg o, (2) = v are contained in
a fixed finite set.

Let z be such a point. By Lemma 4.6, there exists w € (21, such that

inf{N.(y): y € Waé (wgl(G.z)) NVe+w)} = (4.22)

Note for all y € 75% (m2N(G.2)) N (V¥ + w), mo,(p~(y)) = » and hence N.(y) =
Nz(p~t(y)) takes values from a discrete set of rational numbers as we have seen in the
proof of Lemma 2.6(4). Therefore, the infimum is actually a minimum. In other words,
there is y € 7@% (mA'(G.2)) such that the infimum in (4.22), which equals v, is attained
at y. Since v > 0, by Lemma 4.7, V¥ + w doesn’t contain 0 and y must be y,. Thus
z € G.ma(moz (Yw)). Because y,, is rational, this is a finite G-orbit. So the finite set
Uwen, G-ma(moz (yw)) covers all rational points z € L at which mg o, equals v. This
establishes part (2).

(3) There are infinitely many rational points in L. So it follows from the finiteness
proved above that Specy /0, contains values other than v.

Therefore by upper semicontinuity, L>,+5 = {# € L: mg,p,(2) 2 v + 6} is a
proper non-empty closed subset of L for all sufficiently small positive §. Moreover, it is
G-invariant by Lemma 2.6(1). By the remark at the beginning of part (2) above, L, 45
consists of rational points. Moreover, L>, s is finite. Indeed, suppose L>, s is infinite
then it contains an s-dimensional homogeneous G-invariant subset L’ by Lemma 4.4(3).
However L’ must contain irrational points, which contradicts the rationality of points
from L>,s. Hence we conclude that L>, s is non-empty finite subset of rational points
in L for tiny 4.

For any u € Specg o, \{v}, we know > v and denote by L—, the set {z € L:
Mg 0, (%) = p}. Then L_, is a subset of L, for § € (0,4 —v) and in consequence
consists of a finite number of rational points.
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(4) Observe that the collection of rational points in L, which is infinite, is the union
of {z € L: z is rational, mg o, (2) = v} and all the L_,’s where ;1 € Specg o, \{V}.
We have already seen that each of these sets is finite, therefore Specg o, \{v'} must be
infinite.

Fix z, € L—,, then p = mg o, (z,) € Q by Lemma 2.6(4). As it was already verified
that v € QQ, this asserts that

Specg /o, (L) C Q. (4.23)

Furthermore, the spectrum has no accumulation point greater than v. Otherwise, for
sufficiently small d, there are infinitely many values in Specg o, (L) N [V + 6, 00). Since
each of these values correspond to at least one point in L>, 4, it follows that L, s is
infinite, which contradicts the previous conclusion.

In addition, recall that mg o, (2) < M(K) <2 %Dg by (1.1). So Speck /o, (L)\{v}
is a bounded infinite subset of Q N (v,00) and has no accumulation point other than v.
The only possibility is a decreasing sequence approaching v, which is part (4) of the
lemma. O

4.4. Proof of main results

We are now able to establish a complete characterization of the Euclidean and inho-
mogeneous spectra of K in case that r > 3 by putting pieces together.

Theorem 4.9. Suppose K is a CM number field of unit rank 3 or higher, then the inho-

mogeneous and Fuclidean spectra coincide: Spec(K) = Spec(K). Moreover, Spec(K) 1is
a countable subset of Q and can be decomposed as {0} U (L]>, Sn), where:

(1) For alln > 1, S, can be written as {vn, fin 1, fn2,- ..} such that:
* Hna1 > Hn2 >,
o limg o0 fin,k = Vn,
e lim, v, =0,
* Un > [ni1,15
(2) For each pin, {2z € K/Ok: ME 10, (%) = fink} i a finite subset of rational points.
For each v, {z € K/Ok: mg 0, (2) = vn} is finite and non-empty. The set {z €
K/Og: z is irrational, Mg 0. (2) = Un} is the set of all irrational points in a
certain finite union of s-dimensional affine subtori where s = %deg K.

Proof. Step 1. Construct 7, p, F', I" as in previous discussions. Then s = deg F' > 4 and
we will be able to make use of Proposition 4.5.

Let € be the collection of all s-dimensional homogeneous G-invariant subsets L C
K /Ok that avoid 0. For each L € &, denote v, = min Speck /o, (L), which exists by
Proposition 4.8.
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We classify all points z € K /O into several categories:

(Ia)

(Ib) zis 1rrat10nal and is not contained in any L € &;

ITa) z is irrational and belongs to some L € &;

(
)

(ITb) z is rational and there is L € &, which may or may not contain z, such that

mK/oK( z) = vg;
(ITI) z is a non-zero rational point that doesn’t fall into category (IIb).

These types obviously exhaust all points in K /Ok.

First, if 2 is of type (la) or (Ib), then mp o, (2) = 0. This is obviously true if z = 0.
If z is of type (Ib), then by Proposition 4.5, G.z is either K /O or an s-dimensional ho-
mogeneous G-invariant subset that contains 0. In both cases 0 € G.z and by Lemma 2.6,
Mg 0, (#) vanishes.

Second, if z belongs to category (Ila) or (IIb) and is associated with L € &, then
Mg 0, (%) = vr. For points of type (IIb) this is part of construction. If z is irrational
and z € L, then this is a consequence of Lemma 4.8(2) instead.

Step 2. We show that for all § > 0, there are only finitely many L € &£ such that
vy > 9.

Indeed, by Lemma 2.6, for each of these L's and z € L, ||z > 4. In other words,
L fails to be §d-dense in K /O, the claim follows from Lemma 4.4(4).

Step 3. We claim & is infinite. Indeed, there are infinitely many L € & that have
slope oo.

Since in K /O the only s-dimensional homogeneous G-invariant subset with slope oo
that contains 0 is wa (7°°). It is enough to show there are infinitely many s-dimensional
homogeneous G-invariant subsets that have slope co.

Each rational point w € F/Op gives rise to an s-dimensional homogeneous
G-invariant subset {(3(*),3®): 32) = w} of slope oo in (F/Or)?, and the correspondence
is one-to-one. Since F//Op contains infinitely many rational points, there are infinitely
many s-dimensional homogeneous G-invariant subsets of slope oo in (F/OF)?, each of
these projects to an s-dimensional homogeneous G-invariant subset of slope co in K/Op
under wa. This establishes the claim, as wa is a finite covering map.

Step 4. The set A = {vy: L € £} can be reordered into a strictly decreasing sequence
of rational numbers v; > 15 > --- that converges to 0.

To prove this it suffices to show A is a bounded infinite set of positive rational numbers
and has no accumulation point other than 0.

The boundedness follows from that of mg o, . The positivity and rationality are con-
firmed by Proposition 4.8. Hence it suffices to show A is infinite, and has no accumulation
point other than 0.

If A is finite, by infinity of £ there must be an infinite family of L € £ such that the
corresponding vy ’s are the same number, say v.
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On the other hand, if A has a non-zero accumulation point, which must be positive
as each vy, is, then there is a sequence of L,’s such that vy, ’s are distinct and converge
to a positive value v. Without loss of generality, one may assume vg, > g > 0.

Thus in both cases, there are an infinity of different L’s from & such that v, > 5 > 0,
which is impossible by Step 2. This completes the proof of the claim.

Step 5. Write S; = Spec(K) N (v1,00) and S,, = Spec(K) N (Vp, V1) for n > 2. One
wants to show that each §,, can be written as a decreasing sequence of rational numbers
fin1 > fn.2 > -+ - that converges to v, and that {z € K/Ok: ME /0 (z) = p} is a finite
set of rational points for all y € S,,.

In order to show the first half of the claim, it suffices to show &,, is a bounded infinite
set of rational numbers and has no accumulation point other than v,,.

Boundedness is again easily guaranteed. By (2.17) and Step 1, any u € S, can
be achieved by mz 10K only at points of type (III), which are rational. Hence by
Lemma 2.6(4), S, C Q.

Since v, € A, there is L such that v, = v. Lemma 4.8 asserts that there is a
decreasing sequence from Specg o, (L) C Spec(K) whose limit is v,,. In particular, this
implies the infiniteness of S,,.

So what remains to be done is to get a contradiction assuming that: either S,, has an
accumulation point 2/ which doesn’t equal v,, or the set {z € K/Og: Mg 0, (%) = p},
which we just showed consists of rational points, is infinite for some y € S,,.

In the first case, v/ > v, and there are a sequence of rational points z; € K/Of such
that the mp o, (2x)’s are all different and converge to v/'.

In the second case, let Y = u. Then in both cases we have an infinite sequence of
distinct rational points z; such that limg_,ooc mz /OK(Zk) = /. In particular, we may
assume mg o, (21) > ”7/ for all k.

By Lemma 2.6(4), the orbits G.z don’t meet the neighborhood of radius (”7/)5 of the
origin, and hence Proposition 4.5(2) implies that the z;’s are contained in a finite union of
s-dimensional homogeneous G-invariant subsets. Without loss of generality, assume they
are all in the same s-dimensional homogeneous G-invariant subset L. By Proposition 4.8,
when z;, € L’ are all different, the only possible limit of mg o, (2x) as k tends to oo is
vy, and the ml—(/OK(zk)’s are all greater than or equal to v;,. Thus vy, = v > v, > 0.
On the other hand, v/ < v, if n > 2. Moreover, by Proposition 4.8(1), 0 ¢ L’; in other
words, L' € £. Hence v/ = vy, € A. However, A contains no value in (v,,v,—1) when
n > 2, or in (v1,00). Therefore we obtain a contradiction and this completes Step 5.

Final Step. Part (1) of the theorem results from (2.17) and Steps 4 and 5. A corollary
to it is that Spec(K) C Q and is countable.

The first half of part (2) was already proved in Step 5. We now prove the second half
that involves the v,,’s.

By definition of A, each v, is equal to vy for at least one L € & and is
therefore achieved by mp o, at some rational point in L. Hence Y, = {z €
K/Ok: mg,0,(2) = vn} is non-empty. By Lemma 2.6(3), for all z € Y,,, the G-orbit
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of z avoids the neighborhood of radius VT% around 0 € K /Ok. Hence we know from
Proposition 4.5(2) that Y,, is covered by a finite union of s-dimensional homogeneous
G-invariant subsets. Moreover, by Proposition 4.8, mx /Oy can take value v, at only
finitely many rational points from any given s-dimensional homogeneous G-invariant
subset. Thus Y,, is finite.

Regarding the set V! = {z € K/Og: z irrational, ME /0 (z) = vn}. By Step 1, it
consists only of irrational points of type (IIa) and is the set of irrational points from all
the L € £ such that v, = v,,. Because each L is a finite union of s-dimensional affine
subtori, it suffices to notice there are only finitely many such L’s, which follows from
Step 2 by taking ¢ € (0,v,,). This completes the proof of part (2).

Last, part (2) of the theorem confirms that any value from the inhomogeneous spec-

trum Spec(K) can be achieved by mg o, at some z € K/Ok, and thus Spec(K) =

Spec(K) by (2.17) and (2.18). O
We are now at a position to prove Corollaries 1.5 and 1.6.

Proof of Corollary 1.5. The Euclidean minimum M (K) is exactly the value p; 1 from
Theorem 4.9, therefore the desired isolatedness and finiteness follow directly from the
theorem. On the other hand, to show M (K) is attained, it suffices to prove that for all
z € K /Ox such that Mg 0, (%) = M(K), there is a lift o € W(T)L(z) such that [Nk (x)| =

M (K). Because such a point z must be rational by Theorem 4.9, Lemma 2.6(4) implies

that M (K) is attained in Spec(K). O

Proof of Corollary 1.6. For a detailed explanation of Cerri’s algorithm, see [Cer05, Chap-
ter 3|. In Proposition 4.25 of that thesis, Cerri showed the algorithm stops in finite time
for non-CM fields of unit rank at least 2. However, the only facts he used were that
M(K) is isolated in Spec(K) and that {z € K/Ok: Mg 0, (%) = M(K)} is a finite
set of rational points. Therefore thanks to Corollary 1.5, the same proof is valid for CM
fields of unit rank 3 or higher. O
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